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Introduced Laurel, 
Japan’s first 
wristwatch
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Produced 
Japan’s first 
camera shutters

1930 

1970 

1989

Business Genealogy

Developed 
lithium 
rechargeable 
batteries

Introduced a real-time 
online system

Applied watch production 
control technologies

 (online systemization)

Developed the world’s 
first automated 
ordering system 
for restaurants

Introduced a 
multiprotocol converter

1980 
Introduced comprehensive 
building management system

Applied 
wireless 

technologies

1964 
Served as Official 
Timer of the Tokyo 
Olympic Games; has 
served at 5 Olympic 
Games thereafter

Started producing 
wall clocks

Establishment

1968 
Introduced the world’s 
first quartz wall clocks 
for home use

First 
clock tower

The present-day 
Wako Clock Tower 
was constructed

1984 
Introduced Pyramid Talk, 
the talking clock

Served as Official Timer 
of the IAAF World 
Championships in Rome; 
has timed all subsequent 
IAAF World Championships

Constructed large-sized 
marionette clock in Tokyo

Installed 
the world’s 
first radio-
controlled 
clock system 
in Osaka Expo

Advancement of 
large-scale facilities clocks

Electronic
Devices

Systems 
Solutions

Watches

Clocks

Retail

System Clocks / 
Sports Timing

Seiko’s Business Genealogy Spans 
over 135 Years

Since its establishment in 1881, Seiko has adhered to the spirit of “Always one step ahead of 
the rest” and has continually provided innovative products and moved ahead to touch 

the times and people’s hearts. Seiko has also independently created what is needed to 
produce these products and provided its products throughout the world.

1960s 1900 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s

Applied watch 
design technologies

Deepened 
watch 

manufacturing 
technologies

Launched 
Grand Seiko, 
a wristwatch 
that boasts 
the best precision 
in the world

Dominated the highest ranking of 
mechanical watches at a competition 
in Geneva, Switzerland
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Applied wireless 
technologies to watch 

production control

Integrating 
mechanical and 

quartz technology1969 
Introduced Seiko Quartz 
Astron, the world’s first 
quartz watch

Advanced precision 
processing technologies

Applied 
watch 

technologies 
(networking)

Developed 
general-purpose 
cylindrical grinder  

Developed 
thermal printer 
mechanism

Completed first CMOS-IC 
jointly with U.S. venture 
company 

Developed quartz
crystal unit, 
silver oxide batteries

Mechanical

Spring Drive

Quartz

GPS Solar

Time and 
Networks

IoT

Settlement 
Center

For Restaurant 
Industry

Performance 
Management for 

Mainframe 
Computers

Mechatronics

Printers

Electronic 
Devices

1999 
Introduced the world’s 
first Spring Drive watch

2004 
Opened Shizuku-ishi 
Watch Studio, 
a fully-integrated 
production facility for 
mechanical watches

2017 
Announced that Grand Seiko 
became an independent brand

Developed automotive- 
use precision 
processed parts

Developed 
components for 
hard disk drives

2012 
Launched 
Seiko Astron, 
the world’s first 
GPS solar watch

Developed inkjet 
print head

Developed mercury-
free and lead-free 
silver oxide batteries 

Developed 
infrared sensor

Developed 
digital filter IC

Introduced high-precision 
standard Time Server

Commenced 
time stamp service 

Launched CREPiCO, Japan’s first 
wireless card payment system

Commenced 
multi-electronic 
settlement 
services for taxis

2013 
Launched a LTE/3G 
data communications 
wireless router

2016
Commenced ordering 
link service

2015 
Launched 
Grandmaster Clock

Applied wireless 
technologies

2017 
Welcomed IIM Corporation 
to the Seiko Holdings Group  

Diversified system clocks 

1999 
Introduced radio wave 
controlled clock

2007
Served as Official 
Timer of the 
Tokyo Marathon; 
has served at all 
subsequent 
Tokyo Marathons

2013 
Field event board 
introduced at the 
IAAF World 
Championships, 
Moscow 2013

Wako becomes Group 
flagship store

Introduced the 
world’s first Satellite 
Radio Wave Clock 
Seiko Space Link

Applied wireless 
technologies

IIM Corporation established
Introduced ES/1 NEO

Advanced quartz 
technologies 

11 12Seiko Corporate Report 2018 2019 Seiko Corporate Report 2018 2019




